5. Questionsto Ministers Without Notice - The Chief Minister
5.1 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

Would the Chief Minister join with me in sendingtoa message of support to H.G. who

apparently is living rough on the streets of Londbasically because she complained about
being abused, and perhaps through his officers raakapproach to say: “Get in touch and we
will do whatever we can to help” because at the ewnthat young woman is getting in touch

with people just via an internet café? It is reajlite appalling and | do hope the Minister feels
he can act.

Senator 1.J. Gorst (The Chief Minister):

As | said in my statement when the report wasalitipublished, | join, and | think the Deputy
says these sentiments, in saying how saddenedembatra young lady suffered while she was
living in our community. The Deputy went on to ask whether | personally would intervene.
It is my understanding that the church is attengptomoffer support for that individual currently,
and therefore | do not think it is for me to intene.

5.2 Senator L.J. Farnham:

| promise my last word on the referendum for noW.ould the Chief Minister agree that the
Greffier and his staff should be congratulatedfmway they ran the referendum, and although
they cannot be held to account for the resultinktihey should be thanked for all their efforts?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

| absolutely agree with the Senator. All thoseolmed in ensuring that there was good order and
people were able to vote on the day of the refamenchust be congratulated, but of course we
know that the lion share of getting of the work ayadting us to where we are today fell to the
Greffier and his office, and | am grateful for theiork on our behalf.

5.3 Deputy G.P. Southern:

Following the call from the Minister for TreasurpdaResources for projects on which he can
spend up to, | believe, £50 million by way of fissimulus, does the Minister accept that the
simplest way of getting money into the economyipay the public sector a proper rate and will
he reconsider his offer for 2012 to public sectarkers in the light of the need for fiscal
stimulus and keeping the economy going?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

There are many questions there. | am not surehghéneed to repeat the “no” that | am giving

to them, or if | simply say: “No”. As the Deputynéws, the pay round has been very difficult
and this Assembly has asked for the States EmplolyBeard to ensure pay restraint. We have
done that. We believe that the offer before Stateployees is fair, albeit we acknowledge that
it has not been easy. But at the same time thigefBment is committed to stimulating the

economy and | support the words of the MinisterTierasury and Resources.

5.3.1 Deputy G.P. Southern:

Supplementary, if | may. Would the Minister recdes his position as a matter of urgency,
before we see strike ballots in action again ia thiand, which is going to happen very shortly?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

| hope that that is not the case because | doel@ve that that is the right course of action. |As
have explained on many occasions, the States EmplatyBoard recognises the difficulty of the
current economic climate and the difficulties titaplaces upon staff but at the same time it
recognises that we need to have pay restraint agiass the economy, and that includes States



employees. Having said that of course, the offethe table included a 4% rise in 2014, and we
are not many months away from now that rise.

54 Deputy M.R. Higgins:

Does the Chief Minister share the view of manyndkrs that question time has become
increasingly questions without answers? If | giwveexample, a written question 5 to the Chief
Minister today, | asked him to outline - again twlith data protection - but how many times in

each year since 2005 to the present, the Datadd@mteCommissioner has been requested to
provide assistance or is granted assistance undietef63 of the Data Protection (Jersey) Law?
The answer | get is: “Work is being carried ouptovide a full answer to this detailed question,

given that there is a potential for some of thermfation requested to be subject of a court
case.” Maybe one case, what about all the oth&k&® are talking about 8 years here. There
have not been that many cases over 8 years, whg e question? My final question is: does

he believe that evasion on the part of Ministerssdoothing to the standing of this Assembly, to
politics or democracy?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

| do not agree with the premise of the Deputy'sstjo@. There is not evasion on the part of
Ministers. | could quite easily have written aragive answer to that question. | chose not to. |
chose to answer it appropriately and fairly, andt tis that it will take time to collate that
information. | need to have a full understandifghéormation being provided before | submit it
to this Assembly, and therefore | believe that Ereputy should accept that that is what | have
instructed and requested my officers to do, antightne answer that he will get in due course.
Just because he simply asks a question and expéotbe easily answerable in the timescale
required for detailed written questions, that i¢ alwvays the case. As he himself said, he is
asking for information going back over 8 years, athis not available at the touch of a button.

55 Deputy M. Tadier:

Will the Chief Minister advise whether he has besmaging with the House of Commons
Justice Committee which is looking at the relatlops with the Crown Dependencies, and if so
in which way he has been engaging?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

Staff in my department liaise very frequently witie Ministry of Justice, and they have engaged
with the Justice Select Committee, and in due @urgould expect to be making a submission
to that committee, and | also hope that the chairofahe committee will, during the course of
the review, be able to find time to visit Jerseypearson.

5.5.1 Deputy M. Tadier:

Following that up, of course | think the deadlim@ishes quickly. If the committee are invited
over to Jersey, will the Chief Minister make surattStates Members are able to speak to them
and that any members of the public who have coscererhaps specifically relating to good
government in the Crown Dependencies, either pedytior not positively, may be allowed to
approach that forum so that they can hear not sifnpin the political elites in Jersey, who may
think that everything is running in a particularyyaut from the grassroots public of Jersey?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

As | understand it, a call for evidence and thekabiat particular Select Committee is in the
public domain and any member of the public, beibss the Channel Islands, the Isle of Man or
the United Kingdom, can submit to that committeethe same way that we see individuals
submitting to our own Scrutiny Committees. Therefthey have that ability. | would not wish

to describe any submission that | might make agfQ¥inister in the terms that the Deputy has



described it. The office that | hold is a demacadly elected office and | serve at the pleasure
of this Assembly, and | make comments from thaitjwrs

5.6 Deputy S. Pitman:

Could the Minister tell Members what message is@dross to our public employees that year
on year we have underspends, and year on year veeday freezes? What message does he
think that sends out to our public employees?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

As far as | am aware the only pay freeze that Stataployees have taken is a freeze for 6
months. That position was changed by the previdogernment, and a pay rise was provided.
As | have said earlier, the current pay round hasnbdifficult but for 2012 a 1% non
consolidated pay award was offered, for 2013, it19% consolidated and 1 per cent non
consolidated and, as | said, for 2014 it is 14%hatTis not a pay freeze. With regard to
underspends, we know that we budget and projecimicin a very cautious and conservative
manner and | believe that is absolutely right. ¥da sometimes get obsessed with budgets but
coming from my profession | am more interestedhi@ &ctual spend than | am in budget, and
therefore if departments are managing to spendruhde budget | think that is a positive thing,
and with the advent of 3-year spending | belies tlepartments are going to be able to manage
their budget in an even more effective way.

The Bailiff:

The Deputy of St. John has indicated to ask a turestl do not usually let Ministers ask
questions of other Ministers.

The Deputy of St. John:
It has been covered, Sir.
5.7 Deputy M. Tadier:

Following up from my last question. Can the CHi&ihister give an undertaking that if the
Select Committee do come to Jersey, that he wgthimise a forum whereby the public can come
in, albeit perhaps for a day, and speak directih&d Select Committee in confidence?

[11:45]
Senator 1.J. Gorst:

That would not be appropriate for me to do suchiagt As | indicated, | hope that the Select
Committee chairman might pay a visit to the Isldnd | am far from certain that that will
happen. As | said, | will be making a submissibms open to any Member of this Assembly or
the public of Jersey to make a submission. Ofsmwwhould the chairman make the visit and
there are Members of this Assembly that perhaph wisneet with him informally, | do not for
a minute suspect he will be taking formal evideimca visit to the Island community, then | will
see if that can be arranged. But obviously it adldown to the chairman to decide.

Deputy M.R. Higgins:

It is just a point of information. The Select Coitiee evidence has to be taken by 10th May
and any member of the public can put in a 3,00@venbmission to them. So | would just like
to make it known that everyone can apply by 10ttyMa

5.8 Deputy J.H. Young:

On the Consolidated Order Paper today we have CantynBrovisions: restrictive measures
Syria, and a piece of legislation being made byQkputy Chief Minister on behalf of the Chief
Minister. Could the Chief Minister confirm that i normal practice for the lawmaking
responsibilities to be delegated to Assistant Manss?



Senator 1.J. Gorst:

That was not delegated to an Assistant Ministéemvals delegated to the Deputy Chief Minister
in my absence from the Island on a chief ministérip to the Middle East, and that is absolute
normal practice and covered by Standing OrderkarStates of Jersey Law.

5.9 Deputy G.P. Southern:

In his comments on my proposition P.37, the Mimistefers to the “greater expense than
£20,000” to do a proper inquiry into a possibilitiya living wage and talks about an unrealistic
timescale. Can he elucidate for Members why sugledsts would be there and what he sees as
a fair timescale?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

That is a very good question. The Deputy knowd,\ae have tousled on this issue before in my
previous capacity. But if one were to do suchex@iof work, one would have to do it properly,
thoroughly and robustly and would need, | belideeemploy one of the U.K. (United Kingdom)
academic institutions. An institution well knoworfdoing this piece of work would be
Loughborough. That | believe would take money waild take time and | am not sure that |
see the benefit in undertaking that work anyway.

5.9.1 Deputy G.P. Southern:

Supplementary, if | may? Does the Minister realis £20,000 would be at the top end of what
Scrutiny would need to pay to have serious expentigolved in such a report, and is there some
reason why ministerial government costs more thantiBy?

Senator 1.J. Gorst:

That is not the case at all. If the Deputy, asnl sure he has, has seen the report recently
published - | think recently published, | only sawecently myself, perhaps | was just catching
up on reading - with regard to the expense of @éggamployed by Scrutiny function and | make
no comment on it. | believe that Scrutiny is erdehby the employment of internationally
renowned experts and the costs of those expertsicarertain cases, where the subject is
complex, be considerable. Therefore, if this pietavork is to be done, as | suggest in my
comments, we would need to take appropriate acadesearch and advice.

The Bailiff

Does any other Member wish to ask a question? Wieehring questions to the Chief Minister
to an end. That concludes that and then thera@rmeatters under J or K, so we come to Public
Business.



